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From the Executive board 

Esteemed Delegates, 

We take great pleasure in inviting you to the 1540 Committee of the SRM 

Model United Nations Conference 2013. Over the course of this conference, 

you shall have the privilege of being part of a very interesting and challenging 

council experience. This Committee shall operate as a Continuous Crisis 

Committee and we shall be deliberating upon an issue of global importance, 

the proliferation of Weapons of Mass Destruction. 

Considering the dynamic and unpredictable nature of a continuous crisis 

committee, focused research might not be as feasible as the case may be for a 

conventional committee. However this study guide should set you off on the 

right path. Please ensure that you use the contents of this study guide as a 

directional tool to help you further explore the intricacies of the various topics 

briefly touched upon herein. 

Regarding the sources from where you obtain your information from, News 

reports from Reuters, UN sources and to some extent reports by NGOs like 

Amnesty International and CIA world fact book are considered credible and will 

hold in council. While we are big fans of the work of Jimmy Wales and Larry 

Sanger (Wikipedia), information from those kinds of sources cannot be verified 

and may not be used as evidence in council, but feel free to use it to further 

your understanding of the various associated topics.  

We hope to see you all well researched and ready for an exciting and 

challenging three days of intense debate and political manoeuvring.  

Warmest regards 

 

Akshey Rajesh 

Chairperson 

Akshey.r@gmail.com 

+91-98407-06799 

Aakash Ampili 

Vice-Chairperson 

Ak.ampili@gmail.com 

+91-99626-22343 

Debasis Bishoyi 

Director
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Introduction 
Unarguably one of the most important tenets upon which the United Nations 

was built was the maintenance of International peace and security. It is firmly 

believed with good cause, that a major scourge to peace and international 

tranquillity is the proliferation of weapons of mass destruction. Ever since the 

advent of the nuclear age, the world has faced the problem of proliferation of 

nuclear weapons and as defence technology advanced, the proliferation of 

chemical and biological weapons was added to the mix.  

Resolution 1540 (2004) is the most comprehensive response of the UN Security 

Council to the threat of proliferation of WMDs. The resolution is exceptional in 

that it compels every UN member state to criminalize the proliferation of 

weapons of mass destruction to non-state actors in its national legislation and 

establish effective domestic controls to prevent proliferation. Resolution 

1540’s aim was to make proliferation more difficult and less attractive, 

facilitate the dismantlement of proliferation networks, and create momentum 

to strengthen other aspects of the non-proliferation regime. One of the key 

elements that were envisaged to aid in the fight against proliferation in the 

text of the resolution is the formation of an ad-hoc committee that consists of 

all the current members of the Security Council. This committee informally 

known as the 1540 committee shall report after due deliberation to the 

Security Council for its examination, on ways to implement and fulfil the major 

obligations created by the Resolution 1540. 1540 committee is not capable of 

passing resolutions or sanctions against any country; instead it depends heavily 

upon the mutual & consensual co-operation between states in order to further 

the objectives of the resolution.  

 

This committee has been convened without any pre-set agenda and will 

function as a Continuous crisis committee. The committee is expected to 

discuss, deliberate and through mutual co-operation solve any situation that 

may arise during the duration of the convention.     
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Brief Overview of United Nations Security Council 

Resolution 1540  

 
Uncovering the transnational nuclear smuggling network set up by Pakistani 

nuclear scientist Abdul Qadeer (A. Q.) Khan in late 2003 has revealed 

dramatically that the global non-proliferation regime must be updated to 

counter present proliferation risks. For two decades, the Khan network had 

been able to provide states like Libya, Democratic People’s Republic of Korea 

and possibly others with gas centrifuges, centrifuge production competence, 

and nuclear weapons designs. The network has been suspected to have had 

transactions with Al- Qaeda and other such extremist non-state actors. 

Middlemen and corporate vendors (mostly from Western Europe) exploited 

loopholes in export control systems in various countries—including export 

control systems in Western European countries and other Nuclear Suppliers 

Group (NSG) members—to procure centrifuge subcomponents and 

manufacturing equipment. The procured subcomponents and the equipment 

were then sent to certain middle-east and south-east Asian countries, where 

workshops had been set up to assemble centrifuge components. From there, 

most of the components were sent to ultimate or penultimate destination 

under false end-user certificates. 

 

Following the disclosure of the A. Q. Khan network and in the wake of 9/11, 

the United States and the United Kingdom turned to the United Nations and 

began to lobby for a Security Council resolution that would impose generic 

non-proliferation obligations on all UN member states. 

 

 After several months of negotiations, the Security Council eventually adopted 

Resolution 1540, which for the first time declared weapons of mass 

destruction (WMD) proliferation per se to be a threat to international peace 

and security, and established universal generic non-proliferation obligations. In 

view of its universal reach and mandatory character, Resolution 1540 

conspicuously surpasses previous generic non-proliferation arrangements, 

which only apply to participating states and in many cases rely on Non-binding 

guidelines. 
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 This resolution was adopted under Chapter VII of the United Nations Charter 
which affirms that the proliferation of nuclear, chemical and biological 
weapons and their means of delivery constitute a threat to international peace 
and security. The resolution obliges States, inter alia, to refrain from 
supporting by any means non-State actors from developing, acquiring, 
manufacturing, possessing, transporting, transferring or using nuclear, 
chemical or biological weapons and their delivery systems. 

Resolution 1540 imposes binding obligations on all States to daopt legislation to 
prevent the proliferation of nuclear, chemical and biological weapons, and 
their means of delivery, and establish appropriate domestic controls over 
related materials to prevent their illicit trafficking. It also encourages enhanced 
international cooperation on such efforts. The resolution affirms support for 
the multilateral treaties whose aim is to eliminate or prevent the proliferation 
of WMDs and the importance for all States to implement them fully; it 
reiterates that none of the obligations in resolution 1540 (2004) shall conflict 
with or alter the rights and obligations of States Parties to the Treaty on the 
Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons, the Chemical Weapons Convention, or 
the Biological Weapons Convention or alter the responsibilities of the IAEA and 
OPCW. 

There are three major obligations created by this resolution- 

The three main obligations created by the resolution are: 

1. To “refrain from providing any form of support to non-State actors that 
attempt to develop, acquire, manufacture, possess, transport, transfer 
or use nuclear, chemical or biological weapons and their means of 
delivery.” (Article 1) 

2. To “adopt and enforce appropriate effective laws which prohibit any 
non-State actor to manufacture, acquire, possess, develop, transport, 
transfer or use nuclear, chemical or biological weapons and their means 
of delivery”. (Article 2) 

3. To “take and enforce effective measures to establish domestic controls 
to prevent the proliferation of nuclear, chemical, or biological weapons 
and their means of delivery”. (Article 3) 
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On 27 April 2006, the Security Council extended the mandate of the 1540 
Committee for a further two years with the adoption of Resolution 1673 , 
which reiterated the objectives of Resolution 1540 (2004) and expressed the 
interest of the Security Council in intensifying its efforts to promote full 
implementation of the resolution. 

On 25 April 2008, the Security Council adopted Resolution 1810, which 
extended the mandate of the 1540 Committee for a period of three years, with 
the continued assistance of experts, until 25 April 2011. Subsequently on 20 
April 2011, the Security Council adopted Resolution 1977, which reaffirms that 
the proliferation of nuclear, chemical and biological weapons and their means 
of delivery constitutes a threat to international peace and security, and 
extends the mandate of the 1540 Committee for a period of ten years to 2021. 

  

http://www.un.org/en/documents/view.asp?symbol=S/RES/1673%20(2006)
http://www.un.org/en/documents/view.asp?symbol=S/RES/1810%20(2008)
http://www.un.org/en/documents/view.asp?symbol=S/RES/1977%20(2011)
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Brief Overview of the 1540 Committee 

 

Article 4 of the UNSC Resolution 1540 reads  

“Decides to establish, in accordance with rule 28 of its provisional rules of 
procedure, for a period of no longer than two years, a Committee of the 
Security Council, consisting of all members of the Council, which will, calling as 
appropriate on other expertise, report to the Security Council for its 
examination, on the implementation of this resolution, and to this end calls 
upon States to present a first report no later than six months from the adoption 
of this resolution to the Committee on steps they have taken or intend to take 
to implement this resolution;” 
 
United Nations Security Council Resolution 1540 (2004) established a Security 
Council mandated Committee informally known as the 1540 Committee in 
order to summon all states to report to the Committee on the measures they 
take or intend to take to implement and fulfil the obligations created by the 
resolution. The 1540 Committee was deliberately created without the power 
to impose sanctions. While the resolution is, in theory, obligatory for all 
members of the UN, it was decided that the implementation process should be 
based on collaboration and participation rather than enforcement.  

Since its inception in late 2004, the 1540 Committee has taken steps to reach 

out to all states with confidence-building measures and facilitate capacity 

building. One focus of the Committee and its experts has been to communicate 

why it was important that every state implement Resolution 1540 and what 

precisely the resolution required every state to do. The Committee liaised with 

member states’ missions in New York and contact points in the capitals to 

foster commitment for implementation and to clarify ambiguities. 

 The Committee addressed individual letters to every UN member state in 

which it outlined why universal implementation was fundamental and in the 

interest of every state. 
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In addition, the Committee organized and attended conferences and 

workshops to raise awareness of the difference Resolution 1540 would make if 

effectively implemented, to help states comprehend what the resolution 

precisely required them to do, and to convince states to reach out for 

implementation assistance if needed. 

The other focus of the 1540 Committee has been to facilitate the provision of 

legislative, technical, and financial assistance to states that lack sufficient 

capacities and expertise to implement Resolution 1540 independently. The 

Committee’s experts analyzed the implementation reports all states were 

requested to submit to assess the specific capacity needs of individual states. 

 It has called upon international organizations, regimes, and individual states to 

make assistance available to states that wanted assistance. It has posted a 

directory on its website that gives an overview of what international 

organizations, regimes, and states offer or have already provided what forms 

of assistance. 

 Finally, the Committee made efforts to act as a clearinghouse and allocate 

states that needed specific assistance with actors that offered such assistance. 
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Key areas of research 

 
Please find below some key areas of research. The following topics are areas 

that the delegates should be researched on, but they might or might not be 

included in the crisis situation, and their involvement may be direct or indirect. 

The various situations that may arise during council are not limited to the 

following topics. 
 

A.Q. Khan 

 

Abdul Qadeer Khan or as he is popularly know, A.Q. Khan is widely regarded as 

the Father of the Pakistani Nuclear Program. Born in Bhopal, Pre-partition 

India, Dr. A.Q. Khan is a German-educated metallurgist who, from May 1972 to 

December 1975 was employed by Physics Dynamic Research Laboratory (also 

known as FDO), an engineering firm based in Amsterdam and a subcontractor 

to the URENCO consortium specializing in the manufacture of nuclear 

equipment. A Dutch-German and British consortium, Urenco primary 

enrichment facility was at Almelo, Netherlands. A.Q. Khan, in his capacity 

would eventually have an office at that facility by late 1974. 

 

In 1975, following India's 1974 nuclear test and while on holiday in Pakistan, 

A.Q Khan was reported to have been asked by the then-prime minister to take 

charge of Pakistan's uranium-enrichment program. In early 1976, Dr. Khan left 

the Netherlands with secret URENCO blueprints for uranium centrifuge. 

Because Pakistan lacked the technical base for a nuclear program, Khan 

reportedly began to clandestinely acquire the necessary materials and 

components required for the production of fissile material using information 

pertaining to URENCO's key suppliers, which he had also taken with him from 

the Netherlands. This information allegedly was used to provide Pakistan with 

needed equipment. 

 

A.Q. Khan initially worked under Pakistan Atomic Energy Commission (PAEC), 

headed by Munir Ahmad Khan, for a short period. But due to some internal 

developments in July 1976, the then Prime Minister Zulfikar Ali Bhutto gave 
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A.Q. Khan autonomous control of the uranium enrichment project, reporting 

directly to the prime minister's office, which arrangement has continued since. 

A.Q. Khan founded the Engineering Research Laboratories (ERL) on 31 July 

1976, with the exclusive task of indigenous development of Uranium 

Enrichment Plant. Within the next five years the target would be achieved. On 

1st May 1981, ERL was renamed by Gen. Mohammad Zia ul-Haq as Dr. A.Q. 

Khan Research Laboratories (KRL). It was enrichment of Uranium in KRL that 

ultimately led to the successful detonation of Pakistan's first nuclear device on 

28 May 1998. 

 

During the 1990s, there were intermittent clues from intelligence that AQ Khan 

was discussing the sale of nuclear technology to certain countries. By early 

2000, intelligence revealed that these were not isolated incidents and it was 

widely reported that Khan was at the centre of an international proliferation 

network. A.Q. Khan's official career came to an abrupt end in March 2001, 

when he was suddenly was forced out as director of the nuclear lab by order of 

President Pervez Musharraf. Though Khan was made a special adviser to the 

government, the reason for his dismissal reportedly coincided with concerns 

about financial improprieties at the lab as well as general warnings from the 

United States to the Musharraf about Khan's proliferation activities. 

Musharraf's restraint in dealing with A.Q. Khan has been said to have resulted 

from the lack of incontrovertible evidence of proliferation activities.  

 

The United Nation's International Atomic Energy Agency in November 2003 

itself warned Pakistan of possible nuclear leaks. After two months of 

investigations, in late January 2004 Pakistani officials concluded that two of the 

country's most senior nuclear scientists had black market contacts that 

supplied sensitive technology to Iran and Libya. Pakistani intelligence officials 

said the scientists - A.Q. Khan and Mohammed Farooq - provided the help both 

directly and through a black market based in the Persian Gulf emirate of Dubai. 

Dr. Khan and Dr. Farooq were long time colleagues at A.Q. Khan Research 

Laboratories. President Musharraf acknowledged that some scientists may 

have acted for their own personal gain, but he denied any government 

involvement and pledged harsh punishment for any person implicated in the 
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scandal. Till date there has not been any legal proceeding initiated against Dr. 

A.Q. Khan 

Nuclear Proliferation 

Nuclear proliferation is the spread of nuclear weapons, fissile material, and 
weapons-applicable nuclear technology and information to nations not 
recognized as "Nuclear Weapon States" by the Treaty on the Non 
proliferation of Nuclear Weapons, also known as The Nuclear Non 
proliferation Treaty or NPT.  

Watchdog groups seek to minimize the accessibility of nuclear weapons, 
materials, and knowledge in an effort to lower the probability of nuclear war, 
and/or take steps towards the relinquishment of nuclear weapons entirely. 
Currently, the IAEA (the UN nuclear watchdog) routinely inspects nuclear 
facilities around the world to verify that only peaceful work is being done. 
They inventory all special material very carefully. If a nuclear facility in any 
country doesn’t allow inspectors in or shows signs of militarization, then 
action is taken via the correct legal process through the United Nations. 

Nuclear proliferation is a real threat faced by the world at large today. If a 

rogue state or a non-state actor happens to gain access to a nuclear weapon 

through a proliferation network then the damage that they could wreak is 

unprecedented. And it’s widely agreed that as the number of states possessing 

nuclear weapons increases, the chances of nuclear conflict does too. Most 

calculations have shown that even a limited nuclear war could kill millions of 

people and disrupt agriculture worldwide, while an all-out nuclear war could 

kill hundreds of millions and end civilization as we know it. 

 

Unconventional Weapons and Terrorism 

Terrorism now involves technologies available to anyone, anywhere, anytime, 
deployed through innovative solutions. This indicates a new and more 
complex global security environment with increasing risks of terrorists trying 
to acquire and deploy a CBRN (Chemical Biological Radiological Nuclear) 
attack. Recent literature on CBRN terrorism has focused strongly on the issue 
of acquisition, working on the assumption that if terrorists can get hold of 
these weapons then they will not hesitate to use them. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nuclear_weapons
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nuclear_Nonproliferation_Treaty
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nuclear_Nonproliferation_Treaty
http://www.iaea.org/
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Many experts worry about the increasing availability of CBRN Weapons in the 
last decade or so, combined with the serious psychological impact that their 
use would have. This concern was heightened after 1995, when the Japanese 
terrorist organization Aum Shinrikyo used the chemical nerve agent sarin on 
the Tokyo subway, killing 12 people and injuring up to 6,000.  Like the rest of 
the world, terrorist groups have access to the vast amount of technical data 
disseminated through the Internet. More and more information that might 
previously have been difficult to collect is becoming easily accessible.  

The combination of greater movement of people, knowledge and products 
across borders in a globalized world, and greater availability of materials and 
expertise have together led to a potentially serious erosion in state control 
over CBRN Weapons. 

 

Dual Use technology 

Dual use technologies are those that are normally used for civilian purposes 
but which may have military applications 

Many types of nuclear reactors produce fissile material, such as plutonium, as 
a by-product, which could be used in the development of a nuclear weapon. 
However, nuclear reactors can also be used for peaceful, civilian purposes: 
providing life saving radiopharmaceuticals, and electricity to a city, for 
example. As such, a nation which wanted to develop a nuclear weapon could 
build a reactor, claiming it would be used for civilian purposes, and then use its 
plutonium to construct a nuclear weapon.  

Whoever promotes civil nuclear technology, unwillingly also enables nuclear 
weapons programs to emerge. Proliferation not only permits the illegal 
construction of atomic bombs, but also makes more likely the possibility of 
terrorist strikes with so called “dirty bombs” - bombs with radioactive content. 
Small amounts of secretly diverted radioactive material can already be used 
effectively when blended with conventional explosives. 

The International Atomic Energy Agency attempts to monitor dual-use 
technology in countries who are signatories of the Nuclear Non-Proliferation 
Treaty, to make sure that fissile material is not diverted to military functions. 

 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nuclear_reactor
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fissile
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Plutonium
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nuclear_weapon
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Radiopharmaceuticals
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Atomic_Energy_Agency
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nuclear_Non-Proliferation_Treaty
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nuclear_Non-Proliferation_Treaty
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Working of the Committee in the Model United Nations 

context 

The 1540 Committee that we will be simulating in the SRM Model United 

Nations will be a continuous crisis committee. In the dynamic area of 

International politics, Crises are the norm. When an issue of significant 

importance arises, the concerned bodies are notified on the international level. 

Faced with an unseen and unexpected crisis, delegates will have to adopt an 

extremely dynamic posture and address the happenings with due diligence.     

In a continuous crisis committee, there will be a constant stream of updates 

that the delegates will be receiving through the executive board. These 

updates will be in real-time and the delegates will have to respond to them 

immediately and take appropriate action. Unlike in other conventional 

committees, the flow of debate will be influenced by these updates rather than 

a pre-determined agenda. 

Therefore delegates in the 1540 committee will have to be constantly aware of 

the updates and the ramifications that they bring about to the world around. 

Due to the dynamic nature of this continuous crisis committee, delegates have 

the opportunity to leave a bolder imprint of their convictions and style on the 

debate that transpires.  

As mentioned earlier, the UNSC Resolution 1540 that originally established the 

1540 committee has clearly mandated that the 1540 committee will not be 

capable of passing resolutions or sanctions against any country. Therefore it is 

very important for the successful functioning of committee that the 

representatives of the various member states, mutually & consensually co-

operate in order to further the various objectives of the resolution and handle 

whatever situation that may arise.  

During the course of this Model United Nations, Delegates will have the option 

of taking certain actions (Subject to the executive board’s approval) in order to 

react to the situations that may arise during the course of committee.  
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There are three types of actions that a delegate of a particular country can 

take:- 

Directive: An Instruction, An order; Directives are used to direct the actions of 

one’s own country, organization, or affiliated body.  If each delegate is taking 

the role of a specific character as opposed to a general UN representative, it is 

the delegate’s responsibility to know what commands are reasonably within 

his or her character’s capabilities.  

Communiqués:  Communiqués are used for making inquiries and for 

discussions that do not involve giving direct orders. Communiqués can also be 

used to determine whether or not a delegate’s own country would be 

supportive of an action or policy. 

Press Release:  Press releases are used to make public statements. If a 

delegate feels the need to go public with an announcement, such as the 

denouncement of an accusation made by the UN or details that may affect 

popular sentiment, then a delegate can send a press release to the dais. Upon 

receiving your press release, the dais will announce the content of the press 

release to the committee (Subject to the Executive board’s discretion). 

 

The member states of this committee are expected to make full use of the 

various options at their disposal in order to communicate any individual or 

collective decision that may be arrived at during the course of the proceedings.  

 

 

 

 

 

 


